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the father of the Bavarian Prince, who was to marry his sister
Katharina, had gone over to the enemy's camp? These anxieties
of Ludwig were increased by a letter from his former tutor
Kirschbaum who, now that his anger had evaporated and he had
become cooler by being ignored, was anxious to get into touch
with his former pupil. 'If war should break out between France
and the Allied Powers . . . what will happen, Sir, in regard to
your marriage with the Russian Imperial House which is of such
great importance for your whole future? You yourself appeared
to attach much importance to this union. ... A short time ago
jokes were being made with this charming Princess concerning
her own short sight and the occasional deafness of Your Highness.
'That does not matter/ she answered quickly; 'I will hear
for him and he will see for me.../ Your Highness should write
to His Majesty the Emperor of Russia that you have no part in
State affairs at present, which is true, and insist upon the alliance
which is so dear to you/ l This letter made an impression upon
the Prince and he decided to take up the matter again at a suitable
time. In the meantime Montgelas urgently desired that Ludwig
should wait on the French Representative whilst in Berne, The
young Prince, however, refused and it required a sharp word of
warning from his father before he agreed to accede to this wish.

Whilst the Bavarian Heir Apparent was still abroad and was
uncertain whether he should remain or return home, war broke
out between Napoleon and the Great Coalition. With surprising
swiftness the Corsican threw seven strong army columns across
the Rhine and these then advanced towards the Danube. In a
short time the Austrians found it necessary to evacuate Bavaria.
On the I2th October, Bavarian and French troops again entered
Munich. Napoleon's grim determination was shown in every
word: 1 laugh when the Prussians put twenty thousand men into
the field; I will then put forty thousand. If this is too
little then every single man in France will march, and if that is
not enough, the women will also have to turn out; but I shall
win/ 2

In desperation Maximilian Joseph in Wiirzburg threw in his
lot with the French. Otto, Napoleon's Minister, proudly reported
that the Elector had said to him: 'I place all my confidence in
His Majesty the Emperor. I look upon him as my father and my
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